Although | was not able to come to Japan until December of last year, |
participated in classes at Kyushu University since the spring. My classes at Kyushu
University felt like a continuation of my studies in college. | attended a small liberal arts
college in Pennsylvania where | majored in Religion and minored in Japanese. The
reason why | initially applied to study at Kyushu University was because a scholar |
referenced extensively in my undergraduate thesis is part of the faculty. Ultimately, | was
not able to take classes with this professor, but my classes were taught by
knowledgable and welcoming faculty who deepened my understanding of Japanese
culture, language, and history.

In my first semester | took classes on Classical Japanese, Japanese Literature,
Japanese Art History, and fieldwork in Japanese religion. | selected these courses after
consulting my advisor, Professor Carter, whose support over the past year was the
foundation of my studies. Although these classes were indeed related to what | learned
in college, these graduate level courses far exceeded the level of detail that | was used
to. After two years outside of undergrad, It was nice to be back in an academic
environment. In particular | looked forward to lively discussions with other students who
constantly impressed me with their insights. | was in California for the full duration of the
spring semester and had to stay up past midnight several times a week in order to
participate in class. Despite this, these classes were stimulating and refreshing after
many months of lockdown in the United States. By the end of the semester | produced
an art history paper on the Kasuga Shrine in Nara, an essay comparing Kamo no
Chomei and Julia Kristeva, and a translation of a passage from a medieval Buddhist

text known as the Shobogenzo Zuimonki.



In my second semester | took similar classes in the International Humanities
program on Premodern Japanese history, Azuchi-Momoyama period art history, and
religion but also participated in classes outside of the department. | took a class on
modern Japanese history as well as a class taught in Japanese on English poetry. The
history class gave me a great deal of insight on modern Japanese culture which gave e
entirely new perspective on Japanese culture and society. The poetry class was difficult
for me because of the very technical terms used but as the only native English speaker
in the class | was able to share insights and clarify ideas for my Japanese peers.
Overall, this semester further expanded my understanding of Japanese history and
culture, and exposed me to high-level Japanese discussions.

About halfway through the second semester, | was finally able to come to Japan.
After landing and testing negative for COVID-19, | began my mandatory two week stay
in Tokyo. | stayed in Tsukiji, a part of Tokyo | had never been to before. Between classes
| went to nearby convenience stores and on occasion picked up fresh takeout sushi
from a local shop. Psychologically, it was a huge shift to leave my family home in
suburban California and find myself isolated in the vast metropolis of Tokyo. Still, this
time alone allowed me to reflect on my studies and the world around me.

Once my two week stay ended, | packed my bags, took the subway to Narita
airport and flew down to Fukuoka. | moved into the dormitory in Kashii where | met the
other current Kenpi student and former Kenpi students. | began jogging around Kashii,
familiarizing myself with the area and nearby shrines. Although classes remained online
throughout the semester, | was able to visit Kyushu University and travelled an hour and

a half by train and bus to the recently built Campus in Itoshima. There | was able to



meet Professor Carter in-person and peruse the research materials available on
campus. | did not return to campus for the rest of the semester because of how far away
it is, but | plan on meeting up with my classmates as well before | return to America.

2020 ended and | participated in a Hatsumode event at Gokoku Shrine with
members of the Kenjinkai. Afterwards, we had lunch and strolled through the Japanese
Garden in Ohori Park followed by something of an equestrian photoshoot in nearby
Maizuru Park. Pictures of me sitting astride a horse, brandishing a katana ended up in
Nishinippon Shimbun!

Since | arrived in Fukuoka, much of time has been spent staying with my relatives
in Kurume. Because classes were held online | was able to participate in classes from
Kurume as well. After weeks of eating instant food from convenience stores and
supermarkets, home-cooked meals have been a welcome change. | made several trips
to various destinations within Kyushu with my relatives. | returned once more to
ltoshima where we ate grilled oysters and checked out local shops and shrines. We
went to the beautiful Yutoku Inari Shrine in Saga Prefecture. On a particularly snowy
day, | visited Dazaifu and went to the Kyushu National Museum where | was able to see
in person art and artifacts | have been studying online. | travelled to nearby Yame where
my grandparents lived before immigrating to the United States. However, the location
that has left the biggest impact on me is Mount Kora. At a modest 312 meters high, it
makes for a relatively short hike. The grand Koura Taisha Shrine is nestled into the top
of the mountain, but | have discovered many smaller shrines and Buddhist icons along

the lesser-trod paths up and down the mountain.



In the week before | left Fukuoka, | participated in a farewell party held for me and
the other Kenpi student. This was the largest event held by the Kenjinkai while | was in
Japan. It is truly regrettable that the pandemic prevented similar events from happening
but | am glad that | had the opportunity during the farewell party to meet more members
of the Kenjinkai. It was very moving to meet so many people who were supporting me
and cheering me on. | hope that | will be able to return to Japan and see them again
soon.

When [ return to United States, | plan to begin law school in the fall. Throughout
my time in Japan | spent a long time writing and submitting applications to schools
online. Influenced by my studies and time in Japan, | intend to pursue a career in
international law with a focus on the intersection between Japanese and American law. |
believe that such a career would enable me to continue participating in Kenjinkai events
in both Japan and America. Although my time in Japan was cut short as a result of
COVID-19, | have been able to connect deeply with Fukuoka and its people. | hope that
in the future | can support other Kenpi students so that they too can experience this as
well.

| would like to thank Fukuoka Prefecture and the Fukuoka International Exchange
Center for providing me the opportunity to come to Japan as a Kenpi student. The staff
at the Exchange Center were indispensable for me, and without their help | surely would
not have been able to study in Japan in the midst of a global pandemic. Further, if not
for the support of the Southern California branch of the Kenjinkai, | would not have been
able to study at Kyushu University. | am truly grateful to everyone who supported me

throughout this journey.
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Los Angeles, California
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Kasuga Deer Mandala with my annotations, referenced in an art history paper.
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Family, friends, and Kokusai Center staff seeing me off at the airport.
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